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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
117 WEST DUVAL STREET, SUITE 425
4TH FLOOR, CITY HALL

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA  32202

904-630-1377  

Jacksonville Waterways Commission – Sports Subcommittee 
Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2017
10:30 a.m.

Location: City Council Conference  Room A, Suite 425, City Hall – St. James Building; 117 West Duval Street
In attendance:  Commissioners Jim Love (Chair), Ralph Hodges, Marshall Adkison, Ray Pringle
Also:  Council President Lori Boyer (arr. 10:42 a.m.) ; Jessica Matthews – Legislative Services Division; Paige Johnston - Office of General Counsel; Jeff Clements and Colleen Hampsey – Council Research Division; Jessica Baker – Mayor’s Office
See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees.

Meeting Convened: 10:32 a.m.
Chairman Love convened the meeting and the attendees identified themselves for the record. 
Minutes
The minutes of the January 10, 2017 committee meeting were approved as distributed.

Brainstorming session
Chairman Love said that the committee could compile a list of all suggestions of desirable motorized sport activities and each commissioner would then prioritize the list individually and those prioritized lists would be compared and ranked at the next committee meeting.
Adkinson: hold an annual event for charter fishing boat captains/guides to publicize their boats and services (at the Landing?)

Burket: better communication to inform boaters of available facilities, amenities and activities (web site and phone app)

Suber: more recreational boat docking destinations with facilities for boaters to dock and access events, facilities, restaurants, shopping, etc. from the water

Boyer: better location for power boat races and other similar events (crowd accommodations, spectator visibility, parking); power boat experience (similar to stock car racing facilities)
Boyer: aquatic center with opportunities for boating instruction (power boats, sailboats, rowing, kayaking etc.) and education
Suber: need to talk to federal government about seasonality and/or exceptions to manatee protection zones to allow more use of the river for things like power boat races

Krauss – more handicapped-accessible opportunities, and an annual expo for disability-friendly businesses serving that population

Hodges: fishing app (boat launch locations, fuel and pumpout locations, tide information, what fish are in season, bait shops, etc.)
Pringle: reiterates Boyer’s aquatic center idea as a focal point for everything water-related

Love: all commercial development on the river should be strongly encouraged to have a riverwalk, dock or other water-access feature

Nooney: have charter boat captains pick up people from docks (particularly downtown locations) for a downtown fishing tournament on in-shore reefs; in-shore poker run
The committee discussed the current and permitted sites for additional in-shore reefs and their capacity to support party boat fishing. Capt. Suber reported that Jacksonville University is in the process of evaluating the 2 existing reef sites for their productivity.
Burket: expand river taxi excursion opportunities (Zoo dredge, Ft. Caroline, Kingsley Plantation, Mayport Village, Timucuan Preserve, etc.) with improved facilities, theme cruises, etc.; package and publicize the opportunities already available; how can the City assist the private businesses providing the services?
Adkison: publicize river activities year-round, not just during the spring and summer
Love: get Visit Jacksonville to do more to publicize Jacksonville’s water amenities to visitors and compile and publicize a monthly calendar of water-related events.

Pringle: follow Sarasota’s example of leveraging private development (i.e. the Shipyard property) to get an aquatic center constructed as a public-private partnership.

Boyer: motorized vehicles generate the need for dredging to keep facilities accessible – need a strategic plan for on-going maintenance dredging activity and funding.

Staff will compile the bullet list from today’s meeting with ideas proposed at past meetings and will e-mail that to the committee members, who are asked to rank the bullet list in priority order for discussion at the next meeting.
Public Comment
None
Next meeting
March 14th at 10:30 a.m.
Meeting Adjourned: 11:31 a.m.
Minutes:  Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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